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A Message from Bishop Mary Gray-Reeves

Dear friends,
May this Advent season be filled with wonder, joy and hopeful
anticipation of the coming of Christ!
This has been no ordinary year. We are transitioning bishops;
a season, if you will, not found in either the secular or liturgical
calendar. It is appropriate that as we near the end of this time
in our diocesan life we find ourselves in the liturgical season of
Advent. For here we dwell on the spiritual experience of
growth, change and new birth. Our transition work as a diocese
has lasted much longer than the usual four weeks of Advent.
Our pondering, prayer and preparation has taken nearly two
years!
We have been blessed with excellent leadership throughout our
process. Standing Committee, the Search and Transition teams,
and diocesan staff have done faithful and conscientious work.
The whole diocese has fully participated in the spiritual practice
of discernment. Bishop-Elect Lucinda and I have worked
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together these past months preparing for the shift from one
bishop to another. The symbolism held in passing the crozier
at the ordination and consecration on January 11th will reflect
the rich offering we have made together. It will be a liturgical
action I make on behalf of the whole body. Let us honor the
deep inner work of letting go and taking on, grief and celebration, as we discover afresh God‘s incarnating way among us.
How good it is that we can trust grace and the rhythm of life
that God constantly offers!
And so we offer a souvenir issue of Real Episcopal as this most
special Advent brings new life to our diocese. Enjoy and may
we continue to faithfully follow Jesus, who always leads us into
life, truth and light!
With love, grace and deep gratitude,

Page 3

Transition and pilgrimage
the 39th Diocesan Convention
“A Call to Pilgrimage” was the theme of the November 1st and
2nd convention, held at Sherwood Hall in Salinas and featuring a
theme of transition as the final convention for Bishop Mary
Gray-Reeves. Friday’s events featured a beautiful afternoon
Eucharist with a final sermon from Bishop Mary (video is available at the Diocese of El Camino Real’s YouTube page).
Gray-Reeves began her sermon with the Serenity Prayer, followed by a passage from a Rupi Kaur poem: “You must want to
spend the rest of your life with yourself first.”
She recalled her impressions from the 2006 diocesan profile of
El Camino Real, especially the line, “We seek a bishop who is
willing to learn to be a bishop as we learn to be a diocese.” She
also described the diocese’s “belovedness and openness to the
possibilities of living into God’s mission in this place,” and its
courage and vulnerability and “faith and hope in the unseen
and what you could become.”

that were awarded grants in late October, and described successful outreach ministries at St. Francis’ Willow Glen, San Jose
State University, St. George’s Salinas, St. Benedict’s Los Osos,
and others.
An evening banquet followed with tribute videos from diocesan
leaders and Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, plus a video greeting
from our partner diocese in Gloucester, England, featuring bishops Rachel Treweek and Robert Springett. The Rev. Maly Hughes
served as emcee, presenting Bishop Mary with a gift from the
diocese, and introducing Mary Adams, a Monterey County
supervisor who presented her longtime friend Bishop Mary with
a proclamation celebrating her achievements as bishop.

“We’ve put a lot work into these 12 years,” she said. “In the last
several months I’ve started to watch how grace upon grace is
tripping over itself, how the mind of Christ is continuing to
settle into this place, in a deeper and deeper way. We have
created in our structure the idea of partnerships.”
She described partnerships that are flourishing across the diocese and embedded in the infrastructure. Her excitement was
contagious as she shared stories of four diocesan ministries
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Saturday’s highlights included the first address from Bishop-Elect
Lucinda Ashby, the business of the church, inspiring “missiomercials” of ministries across the diocese and more. Visit the
“Convention” page at realepiscopal.com for videos and a written
address.
“It is such a privilege to be with Bishop Mary during this time of
transition,” said Ashby. “I think we are all participating in and
bearing witness to something seldom seen, if ever, in this way.
Bishop Mary and I are doing this graceful dance of transition:
meeting each other, talking and listening, taking some reflective
time, and then re-engaging as we share ideas and experiences.
And I would have to admit that there have been quizzical moments, followed by a lot of amusement and downright loud
laughter!”
She examined the concept of pilgrimage and how it relates to the
future for the Diocese of El Camino Real: “A way for us to think
about it is to remember that the structures that we have in place
in the institution we call “church” exist for the purpose of supporting God’s ministry and mission. These would include our
buildings, land, committees, budgets, by-laws, canons, etc. … take
an honest look at how they support God’s ministry and mission in
your context. You may want to think about letting go, or revising
the charge of some, or of repurposing them to meet the changing
needs where you serve. A lesson of pilgrimage is to travel light.”
“A call to pilgrimage is a call to the next part of our journey,” she
concluded. “Well prepared, we are ready to set forth in this
shared episcope, marveling at the rich mission field that is entrusted to us and wondering at new possibilities. This journey
promises to challenge each of us individually, challenge our
communities, and our entire diocese. This is our call to travel
light, stay in balance, and have the courage to be lost. May God
bless our every step and our every encounter as strangers in this
strange and wonderful land.”

Surrounding photos: Scenes from the diocesan convention.
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Bishop Mary Gray-Reeves

Through the years

Moments from twelve joyous and transformative years with
Bishop Mary (clockwise from upper left):
At the second annual diocesan art show and open house at Sargent
House in Salinas; blessing Sargent House before its official opening in
early 2015; with dancers at All Saints’/Cristo Rey in Watsonville; a
confirmation at St. George’s Salinas.
Opposite page (from top): Blessing a veterans’ memorial cross at
St. Luke’s Jolon; “Being the Church” at diocesan convention.
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This page: The famous “Dunk the Bishop” fundraiser to benefit
Camp St. Andrew’s, held during convention at St. Andrew’s Saratoga;
selfies with daughter Katie and Presiding Bishop Michael Curry;
photobombing at Sargent House.
Opposite page, from top: Consecration in 2007; dedicating Sargent
House with Salinas Mayor Joe Gunter; worshipping with diocesan
clergy; a coffee toast with Tim Gee and the Rev. Robert Seifert prior
to this year’s electing convention.
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An exciting new era: Bishop-Elect Lucinda Ashby leads the prayer for peace at a November tree-lighting ceremony in downtown Salinas.

The 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
The 2019 goal of $225,000 will support projects and initiatives
not possible to fund through the regular operating budget of the
Diocese of El Camino Real. Your gifts to the 2019 Bishop’s Annual
Appeal will support the work of:






Emerging Communities Initiative
Mission Opportunities grants
Partnership Commission
Formation for Reconciliation & Evangelism
Mailings, magazines and more resource development
activities

We hope we may count on your generous financial support by
December 31 as we faithfully walk toward exciting new horizons.
All 2019 donors will be acknowledged in our next issue of Real
Episcopal magazine.
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Investing in Leadership and Innovation
Our diocese is on the move because the Bishop’s Annual Appeal
has made so much possible. We’ve moved to Sargent House,
planted new church seeds, established a thriving communications program, and hired Kelsey Davis, Curator for Emerging
Communities!
We are at an important and unusual place in our diocesan life as
we transition to new leadership. We invite your continued generosity as we walk the way together, marveling at God’s many
blessings now and in the next chapter of our diocese.
Please consider a gift to the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal as your
sign of gratitude for Bishop Mary’s leadership over the past
twelve years, and a reflection of your hopes for Bishop-Elect
Lucinda’s exciting future.
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EDECR “Real Legacy” kick-off!
If your faith plays an important role in your life, please include
your parish and the Episcopal Church Operating in the Diocese of
El Camino Real in your estate plans. One of the real benefits of
using your estate plans as a method of giving is that you can
often give much more than is possible during your lifetime.
While we cannot provide any legal advice, we’d be happy to talk
with you about your intentions and some of the possibilities. To
help us protect your interests after you are gone, please let us
know that you have done so. To discuss your plans or to let us
know that your Diocese is already in your will, please contact the
Rev. Lisa Bennett, CFRE, Director of Development at
lisa@realepiscopal.org.

Donor Spotlight:

Richard & Susan Smith

Qualified Charitable Distribution
Don’t forget! If you are age 70½ or older, you may direct your
IRA manager to make all or part of your Required Minimum
Distribution for 2019 into a Qualified Charitable Distribution.
Just alert them to send it directly to the Diocese of El Camino
Real, without sending it to you first. The Qualified Charitable
Distribution, while not itself a charitable deduction, will not be
subject to the income tax that your Required Minimum Distribution would incur.

Transition Gift Campaign
Ninety five generous donors contributed $32,482.97 to a special
one-time campaign during October for transition gifts for Bishop
Mary and Bishop-Elect Lucinda. Lucinda’s gift will pay for her
vestments, while Bishop Mary will use her gift for travel with
her daughter. Thanks to the Rev. Shelley Denney, Chair of the
Standing Committee, and the Rev. Katherine Doar and Liz Frost,
members of the Standing Committee, for organizing this campaign. Special challenge donors included Don and Diane Cooley,
the Rev. Eliza Linley, and Bruce and Linda Taylor. Thank you to
everyone who participated!

This time of transition and excitement for the future would
not be possible without gifts to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal –
and by donors such as Richard and Susan Smith, parishioners
at St. George’s Episcopal Church in Salinas. In addition to
their longtime leadership and volunteer service to St.
George’s, Richard and Susan are familiar faces within the
diocese; Richard serves on the diocesan finance committee,
volunteers at the annual convention, helps coordinate
meetings and events for the Monterey Deanery, and more.
Richard was presented with the Bishop’s Cross award in
2018.
“We started to make a commitment to the Bishop’s Appeal
at its inception,” writes Richard and Susan. “We wanted to
support the bishop and the diocese in local programs and
efforts to strengthen both our diocese as well as local parishes. Being involved with finances in both St. George’s and at
the diocesan level, I was able to clearly understand the ongoing need for the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.”
“One very important note that we recognized before making
a commitment was that this gift wouldn’t take away from
our local pledge to our parish,” they add. “This would be an
additional amount to support the diocese and its programs.
We decided then that we would make a monthly pledge to
the diocese because – like our pledge to our parish – it’s our
way to prioritize our commitments. These donations come
first, not from the leftovers of our parish giving.”
Though their original commitment was for a three-year period, Richard and Susan explain that “we’ve continued to give
year after year to support these ministries and to see the
great fruits it has produced. Our hope is that this success will
continue as we welcome our new bishop, Lucinda Ashby.”
Thank you, Richard and Susan!
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A quiet “bishop moment” on the Sargent House porch, reflecting the
happy transition that will take place at the January 11 Consecration. It’s
the first transition between overlapping bishops in El Camino Real’s 40year history. Please join the celebration on January 11 either in person at
St. Andrew’s Saratoga or in viewing parties across the diocese! Visit our
website (at right) for details and updates.

Follow the Episcopal Diocese of El Camino Real
via Along the King’s Highway, our weekly e-newsletter,
and our Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter pages.
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