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A Message from Bishop Mary Gray-Reeves
Walking The Way Ahead
The art of walking upright here
Is the art of using both feet.
One is for holding on.
One is for letting go.
Glenn Colqohoun, The Art of Walking Upright,
Steele Robert Ltd, Wellington, New Zealand, 2003

This season of transition is a process of holding and releasing. I too experience the
rhythmic waves of grief, even as they are synchronized with anticipation and excitement
for the wonderful future that lies ahead for our diocese.
Holding on and letting go is the way the body moves forward, spiritually and physically.
It is the way we live in the present moment of life, full of grace, while at the same time
moving forward into new adventures. How beautiful that the next moment, about
which we might be anxious, greets us with the same grace we experienced in the last!
Grace tethers us to a place of knowing we belong to God, and at the same time rolls us
into uncharted waters. What a blessing to know that even as we are at home, grounded
in grace, we come and go, here and there, sharing together in building God’s Kingdom.
Bishops are coming and going. Lucinda and I are tethered with you in the same grace
that holds us eternally across time and space. In the Diocese of El Camino Real we have
spent much time expanding our capacity to take seriously the boundless nature of
grace, reaching and stretching to meet people in places we cannot imagine God’s
presence, becoming tethered with the beloveds ‘there.’
In this issue of Real Episcopal we “walk the way ahead,” welcoming and coming to know
soon-to-be Bishop Lucinda. We attune our ear to the rhythms of a rising generation in
King City, sharing with Episcopalians in South Monterey County as they launch talented,
young people into the way ahead from their long legacy of community. We continue to
take heart and be inspired by the wisdom of our Curator for Emerging Communities,
Kelsey Davis, as she coaches and trains our Relational Courage, supporting our cultural
transformation as a diocese.
May we hold on and let go, grounded in grace, building the Kingdom wherever are!
Blessings,
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Meet El Camino Real’s
Next Bishop
History was made on June 1, 2019, when the Rev. Canon Lucinda
Ashby was elected to be the fourth bishop of the Diocese of El
Camino Real.

feeling where you wish you’d said something better? I wanted
to give better answers to your questions, delve deeper into the
aspirational topics you raised … and now I have that chance.”

Canon Lucinda, Canon to the Ordinary in the Diocese of Idaho,
was elected at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Saratoga. She
received the needed number of votes in the third ballot of
voting. All five candidates received high numbers in the first ballot, but the second ballot results showed that Ashby and the
Rev. Channing Smith were gathering the most votes among the
five candidates.

“I’m grateful that so many people were fully engaged in the
discernment process for our next bishop,” said Bishop Mary
Gray-Reeves following the election. “The votes show that
people recognized the gifts of all of our candidates. As a lead
candidate began to emerge, everyone was willing to move with
the energy as it was manifesting before us. It was exciting and
beautiful to experience.”

“I can hear you!” said Canon Lucinda as she appeared by video
feed and was greeted with enthusiastic applause. “I am honored,
I am humbled, I am very grateful that you’ve called me to become the 4th bishop of El Camino Real. I’m humbled that the
Holy Spirit has moved us toward this outcome … and because I
really can’t believe it!”

We’re grateful to the following four candidates for sharing their
time and gifts during the Walkabout process: the Rev. Deon
Johnson, the Rev. Janine Schenone, the Rev. Channing Smith,
and the Rev. Canon Janet Waggoner.

“There was so much more I wanted to say,” she added, speaking
about the recent Walkabouts in early May. “Do you know that
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Bishop-Elect Lucinda’s consecration will take place January 11,
2020, at St. Andrew’s. Real Episcopal caught up with BishopElect Lucinda in late June for her first official interview, shared
in the following pages.
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Left: The Rev. Canon Lucinda Ashby speaks at
the bishop candidates’ “Walkabout” event at
St. Timothy’s Mountain View in May. Above:
Bishop-Elect Lucinda at Sargent House in midJune. Right: For a brief moment during the
June 1 electing convention, Bishop Mary GrayReeves and Bishop-elect Lucinda Ashby shared
the altar at St. Andrew's Saratoga following
the bishop-elect's greeting to the diocese.

How does it feel to become the next bishop of El Camino Real?
On the day of the election, I remembered feeling amazed—only
that word is inadequate to describe what happened. The Holy
Spirit moved so strongly through that election process that it
was overwhelming on my end; it took a few days to feel as
though I was inside my own skin again. Now, as reality slowly
settles in, it feels just right to be your Bishop. It has become
clear that all the steps of my life, both secular and ordained,
have been preparing me for this call to you at this time and in
this place. How fortunate am I that you have called me into this
partnership with you, and we have an opportunity to dream,
and learn what God has in store for us together. How exciting
and challenging!
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In your Electing Convention message, you wished you’d said
more during the Walkabout questions. Could you elaborate on
any questions/topics from that experience?
I think that it is pretty common to come away from a process like
this wishing one could say more or have one’s answers be more
erudite. My point during the Electing Convention is that now we
get to continue the conversation and explore together the topics
we barely touched on during the Walkabout.
I wanted the opportunity to speak more about Care of Creation
during the walkabout. In Lent, I took the Presiding Bishop’s
pledge, and chose to study and learn more about carbon emissions and climate change. It’s a very complex topic, and it’s easy
to be inundated with information from many different angles
and to feel helpless. What surprised me is that we humans have
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all that we need in technology, knowledge, and innovation to
address issues of climate change. We don’t need new inventions;
we need personal, community, diocesan and global commitment.
This learning helped me to move into a place of opportunity and
hope—which is a message that I think we all need to hear.
Another area that we touched on was Latinx communities and
the question of clergy formation. I want to take a good look at
that and gather thoughts from leaders. I have seen models in
Latin America that I believe would work well with our communities here in El Camino Real. They are based in both practical
community support for the person stepping into the call to ordained ministry, and empowerment of lay leadership. This will
be a good conversation to have and one that will challenge and
inform the ways that we pursue formation for our clergy.
What are the early steps you plan to take as bishop?
I was talking with the staff about this very topic in early June.
There are two things that I need to do right away: I need to know
the land, and I need to know the people. I need to be out and
about, moving from community to community in order to meet
you and begin to hear about life in this diocese. As your chief
pastor, and with the charge of reconciliation and unity of the
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church, it is very important that you teach me about who you
are and where you live so that I can become understanding (and
hopefully wise).
It’s also important that I gain a quick sense of how the diocese
works with its structure and its common practices. So, spending
time at Sargent House, knowing the staff and how we function
as a team will be very valuable. Additionally, working with the
Board of Trustees, the Commission on Ministry and the Standing
Committee will be a great opportunity to connect with diocesan
leaders and increase my understanding of the way in which this
diocese orders its life. With these initial steps on my part, I think
we can confidently move forward together into a good discussion of the strategic plan, and an ongoing exploration of what it
means to be a pilgrim church—my favorite topic.
Our diocese is surrounded by social issues such as homelessness, food insecurity, LGTBQ rights, income imbalance, immigration rights, etc. How would you like to see El Camino Real
take a stand on these issues? How can it be a leading voice?
Many of the issues that you mention have to do with Matthew
25: feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick and imprisoned, and welcome the stranger. The Bible gives us the road
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map for this, and there’s no reason to be shy about following
this Gospel imperative and advocating for issues affecting our
communities. The most powerful advocates are community
leaders, and having our clergy and lay leaders stand up locally
will have the greatest impact—and they need to be equipped
to do so.
As Bishop, my role will be to serve as an iconic presence in the
places where I can be effective, and to also provide communications from our diocese that may affect discourse in the larger
arena. We need to keep our eyes trained on what’s going on in
Sacramento as well, noting where our presence may influence
public policy in California, in the country, and in our diocesan
area.
What qualities, influences and/or programs will you bring
from the Diocese of Idaho?
In Idaho, I learned the value of deep connection between
parishes in a vast geographical area. Gathering clergy for educational opportunities and discussions has been essential to
honest communication, and it relieves isolation. Deanery
gatherings for lay leaders have fostered friendships, mutual
respect, and serve as a place for a valuable exchange of information. For me though, there has been nothing better than
seeing leaders grow together in love, and share enthusiasm for
commonly held ministry and mission in places that seem to be
totally different from one another.
Formation has been key to my work in the past, and I believe it
will influence our future together. Jesus spent his time constantly teaching in many different ways, and it is something
that I strive to emulate in my preaching and in gatherings with
clergy and lay leaders. Understanding about God, about each
other, about being Episcopalian calls for information and
knowledge, whether via conversations, trainings, or formal
formation programs. I hope that I will always teach and learn,
for this brings great joy. There are many programs that I’ve
developed with the good people of Idaho that may serve us
well, and in time, those may enter the conversation.

I bring a combination of practicality and vision with me. Onthe-ground ministry is inherently practical with its tasks and
myriad details. This is often where we rub against each other
and where we learn so much about the answer to the question, “Who is my neighbor?” The vision I carry with ministry
and mission is one of pilgrimage—of walking the Way of Love,
doing the deep work, being faithful, encountering our own
areas of bias, rejoicing and celebrating together.
I see potential for transformation, beginning with myself, and
then each of us and then the world. Our spiritual pilgrimage is
how we “grow up in every way, into him who is the Christ…”
What’s one quality about you that might surprise people?
It may surprise you to learn that I cherish reflection time and
that gardening is where I reflect best. I love to learn about soil
and light, companion planting and composting. Getting my
hands in the dirt helps me to gain insight on knotty problems,
restores my energy and reminds me of God’s great faithfulness
to us. It will be lovely to be able to plant and harvest yearround and to find “dinner” in my yard.
Is there a message you’d like to share with the El Camino Real
community?
It has been easy to begin to fall in love with you—with your
character, with your difficult past and your beautiful present.
You have worked diligently with Bishop Mary to become a
place of health and promise, and that labor is producing a
bountiful harvest in this rich mission field. El Camino Real is
highly regarded in the Episcopal Church, and it is an honor to
be joining you. Let us promise to pray for each other, to be
honest, to move forward bravely, and to enjoy our ministry.
Let us be unafraid to be loving and to proclaim that love.

Below (left from opposite page): Bishop-Elect Lucinda made a joyful visit to the diocesan offices in Salinas during mid-June. She shared
a laugh with Bishop Mary, who signed her consent form for the election as bishop (after stretching out the suspense). At lower right,
she joined the Rev. Shelley Denney, president of the diocesan Standing Committee, to sign the letter of agreement.
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Planting Church Seeds

A revival is taking shape in King City and southern Monterey County,
thanks to an energized pair of co-vicars and a blended congregation who are
working to plant new seeds of community and the Jesus Movement.
Page
Page 12
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“I guarantee if you move to King City your friends will say
‘what?’” explains the Rev. Carl Hansen, who arrived five years
ago at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church. “It’s a small country town
and everyone knows there’s a lot of poverty and work that
needs to be done … but there is a real renaissance going on.”
Hansen’s goal when he arrived was to shift the congregation—
which had shrunk over time to 10 families, with no consistent
priest for decades -- into a “direction of thriving” that would
help them fulfill the diocese’s goal of serving the entire community. Today’s King City is a conservative, largely Roman Catholic
population which is more than 80 percent Latino.
In August 2018, an Episcopal Church grant funded the addition
of the Rev. Filemon Diaz, to begin the process of planting a new
Latino congregation in King City and nearby towns of Greenfield
and Soledad. Born in Jalisco, Mexico, Diaz has extensive experience working with Latino communities and congregations, in
addition to church planting.
“St. Philip’s the Apostol in Scotts Valley was the last church plant
done in our diocese, and it is now a parish,” said Canon Jesus
Reyes, Canon for Congregational Development, when announcing Diaz’s arrival last August. “This new church plant venture
began in collaboration with the Rev. Carl Hansen and the St.
Mark’s King City community, as well as essential missionary sup-
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port provided by the Rev. Martin Juarez and San Pablo Apostol in
Seaside.”
Diaz, a Lutheran pastor with a Roman Catholic background, hit
the ground running – literally. He recalls telling Bishop Mary
Gray-Reeves and Canon Reyes that “church is not a building, it’s
a person … no matter the color, denomination or language,” and
he quickly took his mission to the streets: hosting Bible studies,
meeting with people in thrift stores and other public spaces,
even playing guitar with the locals in downtown Soledad. Many
of the men were surprised that he was familiar with their towns
in Mexico.
“Asking the simple question of ‘How are you?’ and ‘How is your
family?’ is very good for getting people interested in ministry,”
explains Diaz. He’s currently working with six families in the
Soledad area.
“He’s out there, he’s amazing,” says Hansen. “He goes to markets, to businesses, he knocks on doors … he’s found people
who are resonating with his message.” At today’s St. Mark’s/San
Marcos, longtime members have been joined by a growing
Opposite page: Spring music classes fill the St. Mark’s parish hall with
joy and community. Above: the Rev. Filemon Diaz (left) and the Rev.
Carl Hansen at St. Mark’s (photo courtesy Michael Seden-Hansen)
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Latino congregation, beginning with a family of four and growing
to 50-55 individuals – many of them kids.
“They’re the future of the church and they love church,” says
Diaz. When he first asked the kids why they didn’t attend church,
“they replied ‘because my parents didn’t invite me.’ Sometimes
the parents are too busy and sometimes they work on Sundays.
My focus is on the parents because if they understand the message it’s important that they share it with their kids. Kids absorb
everything.”
Diaz credits Hansen for paving the way for traditional St. Mark’s
members to accept a bicultural congregation; he also relays his
excitement at “having the opportunity to work with Father Carl.”
“He’s a great person, together with Bishop Mary and Canon Jesus, to open an opportunity for the Latino community,” Diaz
explains. “His favorite word is reconciliation, especially with the
political situation in our country now. I’ve learned a lot from
him, I love to work with him, and I love St. Mark’s Anglo community.”
Hansen says longtime parishioners are very “open and happy”
about the changing congregational culture and they are fond of
Diaz. “It’s a classic situation where the older established members have the money to support the church, but they want to
have it feel like it’s still their church, too. They want to share it
and expand but not eliminate who they are. You can’t bring two
cultures together if you lose either one of them.”
In March, Bishop Mary attended a service to install both Hansen
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and Diaz as co-vicars among a crowd of 160, the majority being
newer Latino congregation members. Hansen and Diaz hope
they’ll continue to set a good example to the joined congregation as they learn from each other.
“The goal is that it doesn’t feel like two congregations,” Hansen
adds. “We know there’s going to be conflicts but Filemon and I
are striving to establish a relationship where conflicts are resolved with participation from the entire congregation and
they listen to each other in a way that everybody wins.”
Sunday services are joined with “bicultural worshipping” and
occasional services that focus on a single culture. “The idea is
that we’re one congregation,” Hansen continues, “learning
about and appreciating each other, worshipping together, fellowshipping together, and serving the community together.
We think we’re really on track. I will be retiring at the end of
August, as Fr. Diaz and his family are now established, much
loved, and perfectly suited for our congregation and south
Monterey County.”
Looking ahead, goals include adding congregations further
north along Highway 101 in either Greenfield or Soledad and
Above: Celebrating the installation of St. Mark’s co-vicars in March.
(Michael Seden-Hansen photo)
Opposite page, from top: Young musicians perform; the co-vicars
during the installation service (Seden-Hansen); the Rev. Carl Hansen
in the sanctuary.
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establishing more programs for young people. One successful
effort is a music program at St. Mark’s parish hall that offers free
music lessons for children and young adults in King City. A local
nonprofit, SOL Treasures, funded much of the cost and teacher
Daphne Denny’s expense, while nearby St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church in Jolon funded the parish hall use. On a spring visit in
April, the parish hall was alive with the energy of young, developing musicians. Unfortunately, funding issues have postponed
and shortened the summer season, but hopes are alive that the
program will rebound.
Diaz also hopes for future youth programs such as a summer
retreat, new ways to worship, and opportunities to help kids to
discover their gifts and how to use them in their community.
“If we have gangs that destroy people, then we need to create
gangs for Christ to make a change to benefit lives … our focus is
to organize and create a new mission in people’s lives through
Jesus Christ.” To this end, St. Mark’s/San Marcos has recently
received a $5,000 grant from St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in
Saratoga for its youth ministry development project, “Body
Builders.”
Looking further ahead, Diaz envisions an after-school program
that helps the next generation to prepare for college and learn
what career options are available. “So many kids follow their
parents to field work,” he says. “I want them to discover a new
career, new options … they need the opportunity to create their
own life.”
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The Way Ahead

by Kelsey Davis,
Curator for Emerging Communities

emerging | emergere (Latin) | to arise, to come out
The Spirit is on the move, breathing life into us as an emerging
people of God. We are rising and coming out as the body of
Christ.
Before reading any further in this article, I invite you to pause
and consider: what does arising and coming out mean to you?
This question is taped to my desk. I consider it almost every day
and hold it as one of the core questions of our faith. As people
of the Jesus Movement, we say yes to following a God who
leads us into the cycle of life, death, and resurrection. This
rhythm of death and life, letting go and embracing new, is what
offers shape to our spiritual lives. This rhythm of the spiritual life
is interwoven with mystery, liminality, and uncertainties.
The way ahead is a lot like Luke’s story of the Road to Emmaus.
The same day that the women find an empty tomb and proclaim
the good news to the other disciples, Cleopas and another disciple hit the road. They walk away from Jerusalem on a sevenmile stretch to Emmaus. We don’t know why they left. Perhaps
they felt abandoned, confused, or afraid. Perhaps they needed
some space to process what had happened. What we know is
that the risen Jesus joins them on the road and engages them by
asking a question.
He says: “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”
In Jesus is the Question, Martin B. Copenhaver shares that in the
Gospels, Jesus asked roughly 300 questions, was asked about
180, and answered less than 10. I wonder if being part of the
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Jesus Movement means that we are to be people who ask more
questions than offer answers?
Our younger generations are asking a lot of beautiful questions,
challenging us to examine the spaces between who we say we
are and how we actually live.
Will we have ears to hear them?
What I hear the youngers in our church asking is: how can we
collectively work together to shrink the gap between Gospel
proclamation and Gospel action? In other words, what actions
are we living that reflect the loving, life-giving, and liberating
God we claim to follow as people of the Jesus Movement?
This is important, because like many of us, they care about the
healing and transformation of the world. Our younger generations are asking us to be the church of an ancient future, where
our sacramental tradition is preserved in its beauty and authenticity, while breathing new life into a postmodern world. If you
aren’t sure what questions are being asked, become curious
and ask someone, like Jesus asked the disciples on the Road to
Emmaus. Wondering with is one of the greatest forms of accompaniment across generations.
Luke tells us that while on the Road to Emmaus the disciples
answer Jesus’ question by recounting what has just occurred.
They recount the story nearly perfectly, yet they are unable to
recognize Jesus in their midst. I often wonder why they weren’t
able to recognize Jesus?
Real Episcopal Magazine
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What are the sacred moments you’ve missed, and later
realized God was in the midst?
It isn’t until they approach the village that the story begins
to change.
The disciples invite Jesus to stay with him. And Jesus sits
down at the table with them, takes bread, gives thanks,
breaks bread, and shares it. It is in the breaking of the bread
that disciples recognize Jesus in their midst and feel burning
hearts in their chest. Reconciliation is ‘arising and coming
out’ from the shattering force of the cross.
How might sacramental imagination help us recognize God,
and become church in places we don’t expect?
In February we launched a new community called Agape
Meals, with four locations across our diocese. It’s a community hosted by young adults for people seeking a spiritual
home; young adults gather once a month to cook, engage
Lectio Divina, and form community. We share food, friendship
and faith. We are co-creating an emerging community that is a
sacramental and relational outpost with anyone who is seeking
a place to belong—especially those who would rather not be a
part of a traditional church setting. The story of the Road to
Emmaus inspired the Agape Meals.
Something Holy happens in the breaking and sharing of bread.
The last few months have been filled with conversation,
dreaming, and action. Many of us have sat and walked together, wondering on the themes buzzing in our church: the Jesus
Movement, systemic injustice, and beloved community. We
have talked about the reality that parts of our institutional
church will die and fade away. We have embraced this by
asking faithful questions of what it means to die well, to
chaplain this process, and let go peacefully. We are watching
for the ways that God is making us new, challenging us to be
what we’ve always been—people who are becoming the body
of Christ here and now.
Many of you are coming out in beautiful ways. You are coming
out of your churches to engage your neighborhoods and local
organizations. I am witnessing your sacramental imaginations
go to work as you occupy laundromats, street corners, college
campuses, coffee shops, hiking trails, breweries, parking lots as
sacred spaces, and even reimagining your own church grounds.
What excites me about the way ahead is the incredible capacity that we have as a church to deepen our relationships with
our neighbors, to engage our sacramental imaginations, to risk
and try new forms of gathering, and to traverse generational
boundaries with curiosity. As we listen and engage with one
another, our neighbors, we will discover the ways that God is
calling us to be community.
The way ahead invites us again to be people who practice
reconciliation like the regional youth showed us. We are being
challenged to look ourselves in the mirror and ask forgiveness
for the ways that Christianity has been complicit in various
forms of violence. For our church to become anew, we must
face this, and confess to our world that we haven’t always
gotten it right. This is a vulnerable, authentic, and liberating
confession.
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Agape Meal at Sargent House in Salinas, February 2019

As we move forward, we become the emerging church, together.
We are rising with hope for new life. We are coming out, so that
we may invite in.
Emerging communities seek to form faith community with
others, not for them. So, this process invites deep listening,
improvisation, and resiliency. We seek to co-create sacramental
and relational outposts with those who would rather not come
into our churches. Not for recruitment, not with strings
attached—but because there is spiritual food and actual bread
to be shared with a hungry world.
As we say yes to forming emerging communities, my hope is that
each of us will be surprised by God in unexpected ways.
May we, like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, say yes to the
journey ahead, welcoming the Stranger in our midst, recognizing
the risen Christ where we least expect it, remembering that God
is with us every step of the way.
for sharing meals & burning hearts,
Kelsey Davis
Curator for Emerging Communities
Join & Follow Agape Meals
Instagram: @agape_realepiscopal
kelsey@realepiscopal.org

Your Bishop’s Appeal gifts make Kelsey’s work possible!
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Thank You, Donors!
Your generosity helps the Diocese of El Camino Real to continue the ministries described in this issue and
to support parishes and communities. Below we’re recognizing all who have given to the Bishop’s Annual
Appeal since January 1, 2019 (through mid-July). Please forgive any errors or omissions and email any
corrections to MBpowell@realepiscopal.org or to lisa@realepiscopal.org. Thank you for your gifts!
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About the Bishop’s Annual Appeal
The Bishop’s Annual Appeal helps your diocese enhance its support to congregations that need:








Clergy transitions
Strategic and financial planning
Leadership training
Congregational development
Communications & website consulting
Development and planned giving advice
Educational assistance

With the arrival of Curator for Emerging Communities Kelsey
Davis and the launch of the Leadership Innovation Fund, we are
helping congregations reinvent themselves for the future.
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Donor Spotlight:

Pitch & Cathie Johnson

The stories you’ve read about emerging communities across
El Camino Real are made possible by gifts to the Bishop’s
Annual Appeal – and by donors such as Pitch and Cathie
Johnson, whose annual gifts enable our diocese to fund the
Curator for Emerging Communities position, the Leadership
Innovation Fund, and support for parishes from San Luis
Obispo to Santa Clara counties. They have been members of
All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Palo Alto for many years.
Now they have joined other donors in making a leading
commitment to the diocese’s Board-designated Leadership
Innovation Fund, which will ensure the ongoing activities of
our Emerging Communities initiative.
Franklin “Pitch” Johnson was co-founder in 1962 of Draper
and Johnson Investment Company, a venture capital company, and became an independent venture capitalist in 1965 as
the founder of Asset Management Company, which has
made over 200 venture investments during more than 47
years. He is active in educational and cultural affairs and
served as chairman of the board of San Francisco Opera from
1999-2008.
Catherine Holman Johnson is president of the Franklin and
Catherine Johnson Foundation, has served as a regional
chairman of the American Red Cross, and was an early director of Planned Parenthood Mar Monte.
Thank you, Pitch and Cathie, for your outstanding financial
support in the past, the present, and now extending into the
future!

With your help, we’ll continue to focus on ministry programs
that serve our congregations and communities. We’re changing
the DNA of El Camino Real into a learning, collaborative and dynamic community. We’re raising the commitment and the skill
level of congregations, helping them connect and inspire leadership in one another. Please make a tax-deductible gift by visiting
www.realepiscopal.org or by using the attached envelope.
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Follow the Episcopal Diocese of El Camino Real
via Along the King’s Highway, our weekly enewsletter, and our Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter pages.
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